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English at Westglade '
Introduction

This ,polw& r@ﬂzd’zs V\/z}si.giadz P,rim,cmy, School s malues and phxlomphx& in relation to the tw,dumg anud lmr,run,g o{
Engli/sh. It;sdvsouia%namworkwiﬂunw}uchizﬂdungandmn - i‘zﬂdﬁmg;siu#mnapﬁﬁaieﬂxuigwmwdﬂm
on Pluxmm,g feaching and assessment.

This policy document is infended for:

- all feaching staff

- school gonvernors

- parents/carers

- LA advisers / inspectors

- inspection feams including O,psizd

- feaching students

Copies are provided for school staff and gonvernors.

Intent

English is a core subject within the National Curricudum. We aim for our children to become readers, authors and
knowledge gatherers throughout their time at Westglade. The school aim is to promote a long-term Lonve of reading
and prowvide opportunities for children to become immersed in a range of fexts. Our desire is that children become
enthusiastic and critical readers and to understand how Language works. In writing, e believe that the ability to
write with confidence and. accuracy is an essential Life skill. It is owr intention to ensure that, by the end of their
primary education, pupils are able to write clearly, fluently and independently across a mvariety of genres using a
range of vocabulary, accurate spelling, grammar and legible handuwriting. Pupils will be encouraged to write in a
manner awhich is appropriate bearing in mind the purpose and audience for their writing. At Westglade, e
ercourage children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and to communicate with others effectively.
We aim for children to grow, discover and. blossom through their comprehensive understanding of the English
curricdum and meet all the expectations of the National Curriculum.

Lmplementation
Handuwriting

Across school, children complete handwriting lessons following the Letter Join Handwriting Scheme three times per
week. This is completed in the back of curriculum bhooks to ensure their transcription skills are effectively translated
into children’s writing in all areas of the curricuum. When children are ready in Year &, they use a pen for
handwriting sessions. From Year 3-Year 6, handwriting lessons are completed in pen. Where appropriate, feachers
model the handuwriting expected directly into children’s hooks to support progress.

Reading

At Westglade, children become immersed in reading from a young age through not only the feaching of phonics
through Read Write Lne. but through the exposure to hooks and vocabulary throughout all areas of the curriculum.
It states clearly in the curriculum that children should denvelop a Love of literature to allow them not only bhecome
effectiveg communicators but also develop culburally, emotionally., intellectually, socially and spiribually. Class
hooks are chosen hased on the curricuum and social emotional needs of the children in order to fully immerse and
grip the children. Children at Westglade receive the high standard of English teaching required for them to bhecome
skilled in hoth the spoken and written Language. To further develop the lore for reading. each class spends |5
nunmgtﬂwmdongr%dagrmding. As well as this, in Foundation & and KSI, children read with an .adult
wueekly. In KSQ, envery child is read with fortrightly. Children are expected to read with an adult at home fowr times
per ieek, this is tracked by feachers using a Reading Tracker system.
szam;nbimﬂono{li‘ool&iom;smrmdﬂxgi’oWzmwwwhmaﬁﬁmmgac}uh{sabﬂihéiodwdz
and comprehend what they are reading. Teachers and feaching assistants regularly read with all children in their
class as well as making assessments during Shared Reading sessions. Exvery term, children in years |3 .4 and 5
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complete an NFER reading assessment and children in years & .and 6 complete -
SATs assessments. The triangulation of these assessment types enables tfeachers to build a well- rounded and
accurale assessment of reading.

Read Write Tnc.

Children are exposed to early phonics feaching during their time in nursery where interactive tasks are wsed to
denelop initial sound knowledge and the identification of phonemes. They are also exposed to a rich range of
languﬂgzﬂwoug}wutihz/sdﬁngandbookﬁmzmmlablz{or children to rmdmwdlmadulbs/s}mrm%hookz&
When children are sound ready (as assessed through obsermations and assessments), they transition to Waord Time
led by trained practitioners. As the children mowe into FQ&, they are taught through the Read Write Inc. programme,
which is delivered across Key Stage | This feaches children how to accurately decode and develops their reading
Fluency as el as teaching the wider skills of reading including inference and prediction. Children work their way
through the programme and are assessed every 6 weeks by the RWI Lead to ensure effective progression; children
will mone groups where appropriale. Staff delivering RWI .are regularly trained and the RWiPhonics Adwisor
regularly supports school.

Spelling

When children are ready to mowe off the Read Write Lne. phonics programme (bhased on the RWI assessments and
the phonics screening), they transition to the whole- class Read Write Inc. Spelling programme. This allows a
smooth transition between the programmes and for children to continuwously have the opportunity to practise and
apply the sounds learnt through RWI. Each year group comers the spelling programme for the year group hefore
theirs and theur year group onver the course of the year (e.g. Year b would complete book 3 and hook &). Children
complete o range of activities throughout the week to securely develop their understanding of spelling rules; they
then self-mark their work. Children are assessed half termly and this informs teaching and learning. Children
from Y ear &-Year 6 hane spelling hooks that are taken home. The children write .ary words they have misspelt in
this book. Weekly spellings are sent home mia Dojo.

Shared Reading

Shared Reading is taught from Year | to Year 6 at Westglade and ensures that children are not only fluent readers
but also are able o decode a text and use the skills of retrieving and recording, inference, explaining and
ustifying, summarising and predicting to understand a fext in more depth.

InYear |, children read a fext throughout the week which then builds up to children completing a range of tasks
Linked to the fext hased on the skills required to understand what they are reading.

In7Vear &, children, who have completed the RWI programme (this includes some children from ¥ ear | when they
are ready), examine o text throughout the aueek; they unpick ik and answer questions linked. the skills previously
mentioned.

AUD/S/SK&%SWQ\, d\ildrmworkwiﬂxamgorpuzdag&,undrzzs;pondiowhomhnkzdtoﬂwshﬂ&bﬂng
focused on that day (question stems have heen used fo support teachers with creating age-.appropriake guestions).
Monday is used .as an immersive day, where children are given opportunities to unpick the text, learn and
understand new vocabulary and he immersed in experiences that will support their understanding of the text. This
mmiﬁi&o%:fmdingﬂmm,WI\%N@MMM%MWWWKNM&M@WW, drama, and
detailed discussions. Texts are pitched high and linked to the curriculum or writing topic where possible and
consist of mariety of genres to ensure that children are familiar with o vast range of texts; this also provides
o,ppormmtgioz»cpandc}uldrmﬁkxwwlzdgzogﬂwworld. thmz#oundﬂmtihzu&o{imm,kzdioﬁﬁz
Wrimlwn}w/s/supported children’s undzr;si’andu\g of complex Nombulan&. The opportunity to MM&ma
fext is in response fo the need to extend cultural capital and ouwr children'’s mocabulary and understanding. From
Tuesday-Friday, children then answer questions linked to the text, answering a range of question types, question
stems are anvailable to support feachers in planning age-appropriate questions. Children answer a range of
WHWM@MMZWMWWMMTWQMWUWWM. Where
appropriate, adaptive feaching is used to ensuwre all children make progress. Shared Reading avocabulary is
displayed. for the half term to ensure children hawve the opportunity to emhed the vocabulary taught and apply it in
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their wider lmnung, Shared Rmdixxgi&m;nplzizdmsmzd Rm,d)uvg hooks and -
the texts used are put into Shared Reading folders to buld up a portfolio of reading. Shared Reading work is
peer/sef- marked in green pen alongside teachers live marking in the lesson.

Writing

At Westglade, e want every child to Lone wriking and develop the skills required to be Lifelong confident writers
and meets all the needs of the National Curriculum. Our writing cycle has heen denveloped and adapted onver the past
years and. is contirually reviewed., as we know that owr procice and processes can be further honed and developed
through new ideas and research. We have developed our cycle by continually reviewing the children's outcomes and
trialling new ideas in key classrooms and then if the evaluation process is positive, sharing the new practice across
the school.

At Westglade, we have based the teaching of writing on the Literacy Tree model, which is a hook-based model. It
focuses on immersing children in a text, with a strong focus on audience and purpose - allowing them to see
themselnes represented and. explore the lives and experiences of others. 1t provides a range of opportunities to write
for different purposes and audiences throughout the unit, with opportunities for drama, discussion and debate
included. We use focuses in every lesson fo ensure the children know their aims and have adapted the scheme to
ersire ik meets the needs of all learners (using support and challenge).

At the beginning of each English lesson, a grammar flashback is completed. We identified socabulary as a focus
for school. From Year |-6, children learn a tier & aword of the week and complete tasks designed to emhbed and
understand new nvocabulary., this is completed. through a grammar flashback that incorporates areas of review and.
prochise for the class to ensure all new learning has heen embedded. In the wider curriculum, tier 3 vocabulary has

The National Curricuum requirements for writing and grammar are taught through the Literacy Tree model.
Children harve the opportunity to be fully immersed in the book and are able to practise and apply their learning to
their writing. Throughout this cycle, children have many opportunities to independently write. One independent: piece
per auriking unit is then marked and assessed using the year group's standards. These assessment grids are used to
monitor children'’s progress in writing fermly. Teachers then mark using pink and green according fo which
elements the child had included. or needs to consider next time.

V\/,r).b‘mg moderation takes ,placz mixznw.llg Jwith the local mxﬂ\,oriig, A/s,pu'z and the NST schools. This ensiues that
feacher judgements can be supported and shared with other feaching staff.
EYES

The majoriky of owr i’hrzz-)&w—ol,dﬁ enter school ekgxu#)mrﬂg bhelow pu.pxl;s n,aix,onau,g. Theur ,s,p.eed'm and. lang,ua,g,e
skills can he a significant factor in delaying their early literacy skills. We follow a hook-hased. curricuum,
immersing the children in a hook for & -3 iueeks; much of their learning is centred around the hook. V.ocabulary is
displayed around classrooms (in tiers) and practitioners sverhally provide children with a rich vocabulary during
provision ime. Children are Ginven opporbunities to retell each story, as well as ,apph& parts ,og the story ﬂ'u"oughoui
In Nursery, children have opportunities to mark make across the setting through a range of means; they use
wiriting hooks to record mark making when the children are ready.

In Nursery and FA, children complete a focused writing task often linked to a picture stimulius or their hook hwice a
half term. Children also hare a weekly writing challenge, and Child Initiated auriting hooks. Children are targeted
ba/szdonﬂwnzedﬂvoug}wuiﬂm&zﬁ:ingandr%zsupporiwiﬂxmPrmahonandmm@\gwhuz
required. Our progression documents are made to enable children to progress from entry in FI all the away through
to wltimately achieving the ELG in FQ ak the end of their time in EYFS. Infernentions include:

Fast Trock ,p}\onm

Squiggle while you wiggle
Talkhoost
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Wrii‘in,gini'zr)\/zni'iom '
Numeracy interventions
Parent speech and language sessions
Fine motor skills intermventions
Social skills sessions

Continuouws provision supports the dmzlopnwni ;o{ Auribing and Pnz motor skills across the setting; enhancements
provide exciting stimulius to pronvoke inferest and engagement.

Key Stage |

In Key Stage |, children write following the Literacy Tree. Children have opportunities to practise phonics and
dz)\/d;op i‘,rwus.cri,ph'nrml. skills os well as grommar, N;ombul,ar,g, and theu wm’b;mg awithin units. Children then write
their independent writes in their Eng,lbsh books. This piece of writing is then marked wsing the Y ear an,p'/s wriing
standards which show ‘working towards’, working af and. ‘working at greater cbzpih InYear | and &, Jeedback is
provided using the pink and green marking system. In Year &, editing checklists and writing conferences are uwsed.
to support the editing process and areas of need identified.

Year 3 and i

Vear 3 and b work towards a draft, which feachers read in detail and mark using the codes ‘g, p.and sp’ for
session in Y ear b . Children's editing skills are also supported. through awriting conferences throughout the wnit.
These edited pieces are then assessed and marked against the year group's standards.

Year 5 and 6

Year S and 6 work towards o draft, which teachers read in detail and in the aubumn and spring of Year S,
J:aodw&nmrkwsin%ﬂ’wmdm ‘%, p,cmd/sp' {orgr.amnwr, Pummhonmd/s.pdlm% Inﬂwsumnwo{ Yeor 5 and
throughout Y ear 6, feachers read drafts in detail and create a Whole Class Feedbhack sheet as well as editing
checklists. This ey . i
provides general Y Whole class feedback ==

Jeedback for all == o Edifing actions: & D s

Westglade P

- FULL STOPS!II

children to use as a - Some good levels of detail included to help the Writing clinic - Check spelings carefuly

. L reader to ‘paint a picture’ Cole - 5 5 :
;g)udz when zdufm.g - The characters' emofions were conveyed really well . - Apostiophes for possession .. the man's hand/ each other's eyes

. L - Lots of use of parentheses - year 5 writing! - PLURALS DO NOT NEED APOSTROPHES
ﬂ\w wfm[\% - Variation of sentence structure so the reader doesn’t Theo . .

SéiBed - Capital letters for proper nouns and for | [e.g. Pink, Wednesday)
- Much better spelings - Commais for fronted adverbials e.g. Suddenly, Soon,

de\ﬂ'/s. povsIZa w,rmf\g, - S;:;;z:d apasitophiesforcontiaction:and - Commas for suberdinate clouses ot the start of your sentence

Lots of fronted adverbials with commas (fghien we saw the.many we wers:tenified|]

conferences to suppork was =singular, were = phral (ink ond | 8RS
children who require M - Check carefull is it saw or seen?

Expert Examples: -OTHER NOT OVER; ANOTHER NOT ANOVER

additional AUppOr: 1t glass to sce Fink She vt e i | -You do not need a copital after a dash, comma or brackets unless
vldid ditpondlenty, . i ) it's a proper noun
when editing their ] ot sl Sy

o B ok bae Tl " Write in the past tense (flew, racBd, W8 jumping; WEE angry)
wrxi'xng, dopped inke peices ¥ & g o | - Homophones - our/are, threw/through, were/where, of/off
ki . dirg puk @0 .
I b dish w’ e e b - Doubling consonants when suffixes are added (chop — chopped/

grab — grabbed)

i ’ f sk 0l ¥
Children’s edited work | ke - g _ »

r 4 - ‘an’ before a word that staris with o vowel sound (an engine. an
i f wk asel I ot 4f aml fan bucallSe b lun\u- v y Sciopus)
mﬂ\mmﬂrkzdmumg, N ki e

he wagal gwgur  wd re gottowed . He (ought 0t whill goug - Use of whot/that

ﬂﬁ.zwriiing o Yol g o et A

swnr powic. Inkl Sothow v wded ween % o wnshing G . | [COmmon misspellings:

standaords e driver and the von  drew infe s ouon . ta qe sy | | actually, again, always, angry, another, audacity, barely, before, beautiful, believe, best friend, break, caught, sense,
) Wil othar  cilewis WLLOAL @ him E guass . shield, charging, chasing, chlorine, choice, chucked, climb, climbed, condensation, conjured, connection, corner,
covered, crawled, crystals, shock, shoved, skammed, cuddled, determination, determined, diamond, die, different,
M.arki rati - Tt ves o nomok day tn piss, & Pt ad T sere ddlng | |docee0 ariver, even, evil fanciesi. finclly, flew, followed, sightly, sipped, snaiched, geting, grabbed handbrake,
—mg_o[& o cany wom, obacked. ot gult S0 webim wami-hearted | | | POPPERing, hazel, heartbroken, held, heroically, hoping, hugging, imagined, immediately, knives, leapt, spacious,

L a e Unher e Lerkosles ouL T wragped. fay st amdh s | |speeding, spotied, lifted, mesmerised, metal, minute, mysterious, nearly, numbers, obviously, parasols, perfectly, pieces,
Juritia W standards O s < KOk 5 m s | [placed, pool, squealed, squeezing, squirted, popped, protect, realised, really, remembered, scale, scared, seagull, self
e ! m g""’f‘“:"]"‘m"l_%‘“ | centred, stairs, started, suddenly, swerved, swoop, swooped, tentacles, terrace, thrown, tock, towards, fried, try,
The awriting

Hhsscad, qumgdres i | [ nconscious, unfortunately, unfil, very, viclently, washing, welled, went, were, when, which, whispered, windshield
Jsi'anda,rd,séor Yeor -6 hanve heen amended to Wrtmmiandmzba&zdonﬂwmﬂﬁngpr&grmo{
Jsbu.d% b% the National Cuurriculum. Th@& show Progresslon ALrOss Yeor Grolps and corsider ‘wor,kimg towards’,
‘working ak expected and ‘working at greater depth’.
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W}mmmmmmmmgwiosthﬂmtmxdﬂmzm{owdm -
the text. HM-MW, writing displays in classrooms are updated to showcase children's writing.
The standards ore wsed to /S)u,pport teacher w.dg,emzni #or individuwal children. Moderation .across the NST, local
authority, Aspire and miu‘n.alb?} are also used to ensuwre accurate assessments.

MMQM and Role of the E&g@' Lead
The role ;04 the lead is:

To receive any information/resources which arrive in school.

To monitor the planning and implementation of English throughout the school.

To support colleagues with planning and teaching through the Quality Assurance cycle.

T keep up to date with the National Curriculum for English and be aware of any changes taking place.

To identify gaps in resowrcing for this subject, to be irwolved in ordering new equipment.

To keep a log of activities / courses undertaken within the role of the English coordinator and provide CPD for
staff where required.

To fulfl the requirements as stated in the curricuum leads joh description.

To denelop staff skills and confidence through leading staff meetings.

To support staff in assessing children's reading and writing levels.

To identify areas for monitoring through the analysis of data which then feeds the Quality Assurance cycle.
The Read Write Inc. co-ordinator will organise groups and. bhe responsible for assessing all children on the
programme and analysing progress daka.

P.arental Trumolvement

P.arent }\zlpar/s, GONRINOTA. and other molunteers may sometimes. bhe used to support children in Englbsh actinvities,
such as he,o.rm,g, readers. Throug}\om the year, parents may be irwited to workzsh,op/s and )Ln,{orn\ah,on /Sharuxg,
sessions related to the National Curriculum.

Adaptive Teaching

Adaptive feaching is integral to whak we do at Westglade. AUl lessons are adapted to ensuwre children are supported
and challenged appropriately. Examples of this may be through use of adapted texts, adapted questions,

highlighted fexts, pre-teaches, adapted tasks, resources, sound mats, sentence stems or mocabulary word mats. ALL
children are taught with careful consideration of theur needs. Extra support is given when pupils are falling below

expected. levels or need extra challenge.

Challenge

Children mzdﬂaﬂmxgﬁdﬂvoug}wuioﬂEngh/sh lessons. These can be seen in Shared Rmdi,rug ﬂ'\r,o,u;gha Sveln
wﬁon' and is shown on Engl»s}\pla:muxgmﬂ'\z challzng,a section.

Eg@@_,n_p_ormmhzﬁ
T}u/s/aubg,zdw,dibzmightmlmwiﬂmWmolysmopmrmmhmmwwmﬂwiaﬂdwﬂdrmwm}wNz
opportunities to undertake all activities appropriate to their level of ability and with the respect to their background.
Health .and S.afety
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C}uldrmarzi'aughti:o rmmmwwwdlwwmbook, Jwith
regard to their own safety and that of others.

Lmpact

By the time children leave Westglade, they should have progressed. sustained learning and developed. transferrable
skills. Our children will become confident writers, awho are experienced in a range of text types and can apply
grammatical skills to theur writing. Children are able to use advanced punctuation effectively and enjoy their
Auriting.

Our children also become more confident, fluent readers and understand the importance of reading for pleasure as
well as to develop their knowledge; children are able o make Links across fexts, understand purpose and talk
,c,oh@swzlg about reading. We aim for all children to meet the expectations of the N.ational Curricwlum. As children
mone on from Westglade, we hope that their passion for English, creativity and high aspirations stay with them to
cortinue their journey of growth, discovery and blossoming.



